l6                     EUROPE   AT   PLAY

jacks (Buchanan or Hulbert) come dancing down the
steps of the Casino and up those of the I!6tcl de Paris
opposite, evening coat-tails flying and top-hats neatly
askew,

In addition to the casino life there are ballet, operatic,
and golfing interludes* There should IK ever)' chance
for me to avenge a previous scries of defeats at the hands
of Mr* Evelyn Fitfegcrald in Aix-lcs-Bains, and another
serious encounter will be with Mr, Michael Arlen on
the Mandelieu course, a tactful way of announcing that
I am going on to Cannes.

It is hard enough to get info any of these Riviera towns,
so full are they, but not nearly n difficult a* it is to get
away; as usual there are no sleeping berths to Paris for
over a fortnight, I'afigto ##//</ rttrvnam is the motto
of the Riviera when a visitor wants to leave*

Prices have not been raised at all in Monte Carlnv and
with the present rate of exchange you can live very
reasonably; it is the same on the Italian Riviera. On one
occasion only in my wanderings have I found any sugges-
tion of profiteering, and that was outside the range of
the Principality,

At a restaurant in this neighbourhood luncheon for
two, with a bottle of light Provencal wine and one
liqueur each, worked out at /> 141. Two local sea-
fish cost ten shillings and some lamb fifteen shillings,
and the coffee mack two separate appearances on the
bill

On my remonstrating slightly the patnm produced the
maxkct prices out of his pocket. Afterwards I showed
my bill to Mr. Sdbeck, in whose judgment, as manager
of die Continental Gordon Hotels, one can have every
frith* He said: "Why did not you tdl me you thought